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4MUSEMENTS THIS RVENING. 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE,.—B,nwow's Gaeat Suow. 

UNION-SQU ARE. —Losr Onruprsy. 

BOOTHS THEATRE.—Ls Pyrtr Duc 

BTANDARD THEATRE. —I. M. &, Puxarors. 

WALLAOR’S THEATRE.—A Sonat or Pavan 

PARK THEATRE —Eyvaacen. 

BROADWAY THEATRE.—H. M. 8. Porarors 

NIBLO'S GARDEN.—Taz Buacx Oroox. . 

THEAQUARIUM.—Afternoon ana Evening, 

SAN FRANCISOO MINSTRELS. —Muxsrazust. 

THEATRE OOMIQUB.~—Vanrerr. 

MASONIO HALL.—Taz Moawrs. -Matinée. 

HAVERLY'S LYCEUM THEATRE. —Minsrentey. 

STEINWAY HALL.—Concenr. 

NATIONAL AGADEMY OF DESIGN, —Parrrmas. 

SIXTH-STREET BAPTIST CHURCH.—Laervas. 
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The Signal Service Bureau report indicates 
for to-day, in tWis region, rising, followed by 
stationary, barometer, north-west to south- 
west winds, possibly shifting to easterly, 
warmer, clear, or partly cloudy weather. 


Tt is said that the Democratic saucus de- 
eided to do away with the consent of the 
President of the Senate to the removal of 
Senate ‘officers, mainly out of respect for 
the delicate feelings of Senator THuRMAN. 
It seems that the pressure is very severe on 
this worthy gentleman to use as President 
pro tem. the authority in these cases which 
preperly belongs to Vice-President WHEEL- 
ER. Incredible as it may seem; this little 
process annoys Mr. TaurMman, and he 
wisnes the matter taken off his hands—not, 
hownver, until he had used his tempo- 
rary: power in a few very urgent 
instances, which may have had some 
connection with Ohio polities. If the 
scruples of the venerable Senator are as 
represented, it would be an act of benevo- 
lenes for the Republicans to allow the can- 
tus resolution to go through. Mr. Taur- 
MAN occupies so conspicuous a position in | 
the Democratic Party, and he has sacrificed 
so much of what sense of decency he once 
had, that it would be a pity not to protect 
the small remainder, 





The eommeénts of the British press upon 
the edict ‘by which the Czar of Russia has 
placed a great part of his Empire under 
martial law are naturally very severe. The 
Neus, which has generally been very chari- 
table to Russia so long as the Conservatives 
were fighting her, and the Pall Mall Gazette, 
which has been consistently savage toward 
Russia, equally condemn this barbarous and 
sruel measure. The most serious feature 
in the new policy is the acknowledgment 
which its adoption involves that the spread 
of Nihilism is too general and rapid for even 
the vast and centralized powers of the 
Russian police system to deal with. It is 
absurd and useless to belittle a popular 
hostility which calls for such extraordinary 
measurés of repression. The edict, by es- 
tablishing military law over the most popu- 
lous'‘and powerful sections of the Empire, 
including the capital, is a confession that 
insurrection of a formidable kind and of 
great extent exists. From the proclama- 
tion in which the Czar called -his people to 

follow ‘‘their Father” across the Danube to 


relief they might otherwise have hoped for. 

The convention to revise the Constitution 
of the State‘of Louisiana assembles to-day 
in New-Orleans. The delegates are 134 in 
number, and are classified as follows: 92 
Democrats, 33 Republicans, 4 ‘‘ Conserva- 
tive Fusionists,” 2 Independents, and 2 
Nationals. This is ‘the convention whose 
assem ig revorted to be the cause of 
the stampede among the coloted people of 
‘Louisiana. It is- believed by the alarmed 
negroes that the corivention, of whose 
powers and daties they can have only « dim 
idea, will “ take away their liberties” and 
devise additional means for their oppres- 
sion, Nevertheless, it is claimed that some 
of the delegates owe their election to negro 
votes ; and, on the other hand, it is admft- 
ted that ‘no Republican ticket was run in 
at least thirty parishes,” It is not surpris- 
ing that the sintple colored folk of the re- 
gion regard the convention with a certain 


terror, *. . ™ 
ee 
THE TAXATION MUDDLE AT ALBANY. 
The probability of anything satisfactory 
being done at Albany in the matter of State 
taxation has become small by degrees, and 
the most that is now talked of is some vague 
manifestation of a ‘‘ disposition to do some- 
thing” which shall save appearances. When 
the session opened great results were prom- 
ised, and the succession of reports and bills 
for a time kept alive the- hope that a prac- 
tical beginning would be made in the diree- 
tion of reform. Now, a “ disposition” to 
reform is modestly sought, with the ‘expec- 
tation, apparently, that, promise will ripen 
into fulfilment during the next twelve 
months. It isa sorry result. © Still, there 
is no escape from the inevitable, and if in- 
stead of achieveménts we must accept an 
inclination to act, we may fairly ask that it 
shall reveal itself in a form tangible 
enough to be understood. A perfunctory 
declaration of interest; or an indefinite 
statement of ‘purpose, will not atone for 
the absence of work. 
Two propositions are said to be under 
consideration with -the view of developing 
the alleged ‘‘disposition to do something” 
on the part of the Assembly, and extorting 
from the Senate some sign of departure 
from the course it usually pursues when re- 
form in any shape is attempted. One pro- 
posal is that the Governor shall be requested 
and empowered to appoint a commission to 
consider the subject of taxation as applied 
to corporations ; the other, that the general 
subject. shall be referred to a special com- 
amittee representing the appropriate com- 
mittees of the two chambers, and in addi- 
tion the special committee of the Senate,— 
the intention being that this marvelous ac- 
cumulation of wisdom shall. bring forth a 
bill not open’ to eavil. Neither of these 
propositions ‘ean be accepted as solution 
of ‘the diffieulty that blocks the path of le- 
gislation. The eommission business has been 
tried already,’ and the results were not 
encouraging. Messrs. WELLS, Dopaz, and 
CUYLER cannot be said to have exhausted 
the subjectiin their report, and undoubted- 
ly since its production events have supplied 
new suggestions. But their report, how- 
ever much it contributed to public en- 
lightenment, produced only a transitory 
impression on the Legislature, which still 
goes round about the subject with distress. 
ing feebleness and uncertainty. Why are 
we to'suppose that a commission in 1879 
will be more authoritative in the estimation 
of the Legislature than was the commission 
of 1870. Commissioners may work faith- 
fully and report intelligently, but their con- 
clusions are impotent as against the com- 
bination of sinister. influences which per- 
petually wields vast influence at Albany. 
Nor is the second proposition more ac- 

ceptable as a basis of action in the present 
state of the question. The Ways and 
Means Committee of the Assembly may be 
judged by its bill and the Special Tax Com- 
mittee of the Senate by its report. The 
test does not inspire confidence in either 
ease, We cannot imagine anything léss 
satisfactory than the Assembly bill, unless 
it be the Senate report. One iss mass of 








: vebehlicd Gus tans Guay use entoestng ual. " 
the awakening of a resentment rang 


See umautistneal vor teas ete eanenlon Wt 
work in the Legislature directly resisting 


rendering odious such professions of reform 
as take the shape of the Ways and Means 
Committee’s bill. To overcome these sinis- 
ter influences, an appeal must be had from 
the committee to the Assembly, and if ne- 
cessary from the Assembly to the people. 
The question at issue admits of being stated 
very simply, and at this juncture a clear 
statement of it, carrying the weight of a 


more valuable than the appointment of a 
commistion by whose reconmenda- 
tions the Legislature is in’ no . man- 
ner bhound., Let. the principle be 
agreed upon, and. its embodiment in 
@ bill will be comparatively. easy. Most of 
the trouble now experienced grows out of 
the fact that beyond a vague disposition to 
tax corporations, nothing whatever is avail- 
able as a basis of action. How corporations 
shall be classified, and how the different 
classes shall be taxed, ate matters in regard 
towhich the Assembly committee and the 
Senate committee are at sea. The “ dispo* 
sition to do something” must assert itself in 
& way that will end this uncertainty, and 
lift a great question out of its petty sur- 
roundings, or it will not yield much fruit. 
a 
MR. WALTER PINCKNEY “ STICKS.” 
In this City itis the rule that men who 
are once in office shall stay in office until 
forcibly ejected. It is difficult, such is 
‘the sharpness.of competition for place, to 
secure an appointment or an election to 
office. But once in, the successful man 
eamps for life. This is why Mr. WaLTER 8. 
Prroxney holds the fort, although he has 
been solemnly, officially, and legally 
removed by the Supreme Court. In some 
respects PInoKNEY’s case is a peculiar one. 
Charges like those made against the Police 
Commissioners, and against the late County” 
Clerk, were also made against him. We 
may add that he was accused of some prac- 
tices of which neither’ of the above-men- 
tioned officers were alleged to be guilty. In 
fact, Purckney seems to have set out to 
prove that a man could bé a Civil Justice 
and, at the same time, defy public decency 
and the laws which he was supposed 
to administer‘ It was a: grotesque 
travesty of a court over which presided 
@ man who would have been sent to Black- 
well’s Island for disorderly conduct if he 
had not been a Justice. The proceedings 
against Pinckwgy were undertaken in the 
interest of law and order. It was charged 
(end proved) that he was often drunk in the 
court-room, that he drank his liquor while 
sitting in court, that he used the judicial 
withdrawing-room for a private domi- 
eile, and that he fought and seufiled 
on the sidewalk with casual passen- 
gers, and that he admitted to the 
court-house, at unseemly hours of the 
night, persons of at least doubtful char- 
acter. The trial before the Supreme Court 
developed these and other damaging facis, 
and the decision of the court, couched in 
dignified and considerate terms, removed 
him from the bench Which he had disgraced. 
One would have supposed that Pnoroxyey, 
under such circumstances, would have 
slunk out of sight and mind as soon as pds- 
sible. 
But Prvcxngy “ sticks.” This is the age 
in which men split hairs and pile up all 
manner of legal quibbles. Police Commis- 
sioner NICHOLS, we observe, insists fhat he 
has not been lawfully removed, and he has 
not made up his mind whether he will fight 
it out in the courts, bar himself in his office 
and defy his snecessor, or go out like a 
lamb. GUMBLETON, after obstructing 
every attempt to get at the books 
of the County Clerk’s office, pre- 
tended that it was his intention to surren- 
der his place with due alacrity and cheer- 
fulness whenever his successor should ap- 
pear, Nevertheless, County Clerk Taomp- 
son found the office hold as for a » and 
it was necessary that he should it by 
strategy rather than by . The me- 
diwval castle in Sixth-avenue in, which 
the Seventh District Court rooms {are 
situated, although. it has all of the 
defensive works which a castle should 
have, and which a temple of justice 
shoud not have, is such an open 
and public building that it would be almost 


| impossible to keep out even a man who 


pretends that he is a Justice, and is not a 
Justice, True, the Commissioner of Public: 
Works, ably seconded by the janitor, did 
attempt to lock out the disgraced ex-Justice. 
Finding that Pirckney maintained his 


sioner took advantage of this queer lodger’s 
temporary absence to change. the locks on 


| thedoors, and thus” secure them against his 








reform or indirectly obstracting it by 


resolution of the Legislature, would be 


domicile in the court-rooms, the Commis- |. 


yer could not be found to earn a fee by: 
it. Prickwzy may not be an 

able lawyer, but:he will find legal conselers 
who ‘‘will not see him wronged.” If this 
sort of thing keeps on, however, it will ‘Te- 
quire a charge of blasting-powder to get a 
man out of office, after he has once made 
A newly-appointed 

officer, before taking possession, will be 
compelled to engage a fil of policemen and. 
a derrick. ( 


Eee 
FIRE INSURANCE POLICIES. 

For some time past the fire insurance 
companies of this City have been consider- 
ing the subject of adopting a new'and ani- 
form form of policy. They have felt that 
the contracts that they now present to their 
customers were defective in many ways, 
particularly in the ambiguity of the language 
used; which permitted, in case of & 
loss, ‘the construing of various sentences 
by different . methods: When  dis- 
putes of this kind have. arisen, the 
courts have almost invariably decided the 
point at issue adversely to the insuring cor- 
poration. Very often trade usages have 
been legally allowed to override prohibitory 
clauses in the contract, on the ground that 
the company must have known, when it is- 
sued its policy, that the claimant’s business 
necessitated theuse of certain articles which 
the instrument itself interdicted.. The labor 
of finding out by minute examination 
the extent and nature of. each of its cus- 
tomer’s business operations, even before a 
contract was entered into, is by this ruling 
thrown upon the insuring company. . This 
duty has been not ,unnaturally objected to. 
A merchant or manufacturer must in almost 
every instance know the peculiar hazard 
which enters into his’ own business 
much more thoroughly than underwriters 
can hope to, and if in. read- 
ing. over his policy he ~ cannot 
perceive clauses which interfére with any 
special part of his work, it is hard to 
oblige outsiders to be better.informed about 
hisaffairs than he is himself. But here the 
question of vagueness arises, not alone in 
the wording used, but. in the great mass of 
unclassified printed matter that is submitted 
to those who take out policies ; and, more- 
over, as these contracts are usually made, 
the assured warrants nothing, and thus the 
agreement does not possess the binding 
force which it would haye if he, too, bound 
himself to certain spécified obligations. 

For the purpose of securing an improved 

form of contract, a special committee of 
the New-York Board of Fire Underwriters 

was appointed some months ago to make a 

careful study of this matter, and the result 
has been a report by itof a new form of 
policy, drafts of which have been sent 
to the various companies. for their 
comment and approval. Undoubtedly, 
before it is adopted by the board it will be 
materially amended, and hence any criti- 
cism we may make must be looked upon in 
the light of suggestion rathe? than condem- 

nation. In the arrangement of the various 
conditions upon which the policy is issued, 
this new form is far in advance of any 
species of fire policy we remember to 
have seen. Each subject is appropriately 
classified, and has a distinct headline indi- 
eating the nature of the topic treated. 
The more important conditions gre printed 
near the head of the policy, and the lan- 
guage used is sufficiently simple to convey 
ite exact meaning to any ordinary reader. 
The first clause of the policy contains the 
facts and circumstances warranted by the 
assured in accepting it, and it is to this, the 
principal. feature in the new form, 
that the greatest objection will be raised, 
and here, too, we think, - the com- 
mittes has gone somewhat further 
than isprudent. It is a long step, as fire 
insurance is usually carried on, to obtain 
any warranty from the assured,‘and in insti- 

tuting a reform it would have been well to 
make the change as slight as possible. In- 
stead of doing this the committee have 
taken an extreme position, and if its form is 
as presented it will throw upon 
the assured not only the burden of clearly 
defining the hazards of his. own business, 


the underwriters of many carck 








but will oblige him to inform himeelf and- ; 


| THE GERMAN DOCTOR. 
There is concealed somewhere in the ob- 
scurity of one of the numerous university 


‘towns of Germany a doctor or professor, 


for he is designated by. the two titles in- 
differently, to whom the world owes a debt 
of gratitude. He is continually contradict- 


from .time ‘jmmemorial contended, with a 
vast show of authority and superior wisdom, 
that whatever is particularly agreeable to 
mankind is altogether unwholésome, calcu- 
lated to destroy health and shorten life, be- 
sides entailing countless miseries both here 
and hereafter. If any article of food is 


as destructive of digestion, subversive of 
the genial processes of nourishment, and 
sure to cast a blight over the existence of 
outselyes and our offspring. If the appe- 
tite of man hits upon any liquid that proves 
delectable to its taste’and satisfying to in- 
ward cravings, it is set down by medical 
authority asa slow and insidious but un- 
failing poison. If nature furnishes nar- 
cotic or stimulant from which the ill- 
adjusted economy of imperfect constitu- 
tious finds a soothing corrective, the doctors 
raise a solemn warning of ‘‘touch not,” 
“beware the lurking poison,” ‘‘ avoid the 
bane of health and happiness,” and other 
adjurations of equally terrible import. We 
find soft beds and pillows of moderate alti- 
tude wonderfully’ contributive to comfort, 
and the death’s head is raised at the foot of 
the. couch by some. exasperating medical 
wiseacre, and we are told that if we would 
live long and prosper we must ‘‘ife hard” 
and keep the head on a level with the 
spinal edlumn. In‘short, our appetites and 
cravings are given only to mislead and keep 
us ina continual struggle, nature affords no 
hint except to deceive, and the only reliance 
of man, if hé would retain vigor and escape 
an early grave, is to be found in the medical’ 
profession. 

This doctrine has prevailed for ages, and 
given the doctors their enormous ascend- 
eney over the race,and a large share of 
their revenue. It has long been known 
that they did not follow in practice what 
they preached to others. Why, indeed, 
should they? Is if not their vocation to be 
welland happy while others are sick and 
miserable? If any one would see the most 
daring defiance of conventional rules of 
health in eating, drinking, smoking, keep- 
ing of hours, and sleeping, let him cultivate 
a wide and intimate personal acquaintance 
among the medical profession. If he is not 
startled from his illusions and driven to the 
other extreme of fatal self-indulgence, it 
will be because he has a self-command alto- 
gether enviable, Now, our friend and the 
friend of mankind, the German doctor afore- 
said, is the possessor of that voice in the 
wilderness whose tones are heard every now 
and then contradicting the conventional 
declarations” of the profession. He not. 
only maintains the contrary on almost all 
points, but he is always ready to prove 
the soundness of his position by an array 
of facts drawn from long and varied expe- 
rience and observation, and of statistics 
taken from official sources, which is simply 
impregnable. Let it be said that soft beds 
and raised pillows are provocative of physi- 
cal derangement, and he is prepared to 
show that the , longest-lived and health- 
iest persons have fairly pampered them- 
selves with down and propped their cra- 
niums with feathers. Those who affect a 
level couch of uncomfortable hardness, al- 
beit the more villainous of mankind, usually 
die young. To those who contend that a 
plain and meagre fare is productive of 
strength, robust health, arid longevity, he is 
ready to prove the contrary by indubitable 
figures. A generous and varied diet en- 
riches the springs of vitality, and prevents 
the waste whose inevitable result is debili- 
ty and dissolution: And so one by one the 
arch-heretic of -the faculty demolishes the 
preténtious ‘‘ rules of life” which doctors 
have promulgated from GaLen and Hrppoo- 
RaTESs to the last bateh of roystering gra- 
duates, with a view to keeping society in a 
condition and Lope tht de- 
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specially grateful to the palate, it is tabooed. 


pi the same footing as those 
the laws of the State of California; 
Sweinek wcaue principle, this may appear . 
sound enoughyit is by no means easy to give to if a 
satisfactory application. To illustrate: Seqrion 14 
of Article XIL that every corporation doing 
business in. shall have an office in the 
State, where the names of all its stockholders and 
the amount of atock owned by each shall be regis- 
tered, and where the transfers of its stock shall be 
made. In other words,if one of the. stockholders 
of the Home or the Continental Company, of this 
City, sells his shares, the exchange cannot be made 
until the certificates of stock have been sent out to 
San Francisco to be transferred. This is baa enough 
for American corporations, but it must be infinitely 
more inconvenient to the shareholder in the twenty 
or, more English, French, and German insurance 
companies that now have agencies in California. The 
object of this demand is shown lateron in the code by 
a clause which compels the companies that would con- 
tinue to ao business there to make their stockholders 
individually liable for any losses which cannot be met 
out of the corporate assets. With this condition, 
we imagine, very few of our Eastern companies will 
of such a step without the consent of the legislative 
authorities of the State in which they are ineorpor- 
ated, and partly Decause, since the failure of the 
City of Glasgow Bank, individual lability has not 
been an attractive feature in corporate management 
to those holding the shares either of banks or insu- 
rance companies. For this reason, if the proposed 
Constitution is ratified by a popular vote, a greater 
Dart, if not all, of the 103 non-State fire and marine 
insuranee companies, having assets to the amount of 
$175,000,000,. will leave the State, and risks 
amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars will 
then have to Be protected by the six local organiza- 
tions, whose ‘capital is about $2,000,000, 
The result of will be that propérty-owners will 
send, in most instances at considerable trouble and 
expense, to companies out of the State to obtain in- 
surance. e 


A brief dispatch from Paris announces the 
death of a nun named BernapetTsz Soveizous. It 
was this lady who, in 1858, professed she saw the 
Virgin at Lourdes, ever since which time the sup- 
ply of miracles has been in excess of the demand. 
The extraordinary suceess of the Lourdes discovery 
afforded a very natural impetus to the spread of 
stories of miraculous appearances; and instead of 
the Roman authorities being content to look upon 
miracles as rare and occasional phenomena, they 
made bold to demand from the faithful a belief in 
their frequent occurrence, At last,‘a familiarity 
with miraculous appearances of the Virgin seems to 
have bred a contempt for them. : They are now being 
disowned and diseredited, one after the other. Only 
the other day the Bishop of Ratisbon isued a pastoral 
to his flock todiseourage any further belief in the mir- 
acle of Mettenbach, prohibiting any pilgrimages for 
the future to the spot where the Virgin was reported 
to have miraculously appeared tosome young children 
in 1876. The Bishop, after a careful investigation 
of the story, came to the conclusion that it had been 
altogether concocted by the children; and a similar 


opinion exists with regard to the miraculous appear- 
ance of the Virgin at Marpingen, in Prussian Rhine- 





‘land, in July; 1876 This latter Virgin made her 


début ina wood to three little girls, aged from 8 
to 10 years, daughters of agricultural laborers, on 
the day of the opening of a chapel dedicated to 
the Gallic Virgin, who appeared at Lourdes in 1858. 
It is also noteworthy, the fact that she came to Mar- 
pingen during the height of Ultramontane antago- 
nism to the reunion of Germany under Prussian 
Protestant auspices. In course of time the miracu- 
lous wood was shut up by the Government, and a 
prosecution was instituted against the parents of the 
three visionary girls, five village priests, and half « 
dozen other persons imptieated in the sorry business. 
The preliminary inquiry lasted two years and a half, 
and thetrial took place at Saarbriick in March last; 
but the sentence of the court has not yet reached us. 
There is no doubt, however. of the fraud being ‘anb- 
stantiated. The result was different, however, in 
the case of the La Salette miracle. A Mile, Dz 
LAMERLIZEES wor an action for libel against the two 
Grenoble priests who accused her of having played 
the réle of the Virgin tothe children who told the 
story. But these things are managed better in 
Rhenish Prassia than in French. Provence. 





Devices for signaling, in many respects 
analogous to the heliograph, have been in use for s 
very long period of time. We have a record of the 
employment of polished metal surfaces to flash the 
rays of the sun, and thus give warnings of one kind 
or another, which dates baek asfar os the Persian 
invasion of Greece. Immediately after the battle of 
Marathon, the defeated Persians were signaled by 
some one’ on the mountains near Athens, by means 
of reflected rays of the sun upon the polished sur- 
face of shield, that the city would be put into their 
possession if. they came immediately with 
their fleet. Fortunately, in t instance, the sig- 
naling was seen by both sides, and the ready inter- 
pretation of it by the Greeks, and their speedy re- 
turn to Athens, saved the city from falling into the 
hands of the enemy. In this case, the signaling 
mitist have been carried on over a space of about 
eighteen miles, and, with the rude appliances used 
from that time down to a very recent period; this 
was about as far as the system could be depended 
upon to work. But the instrument now in use, the 
Manee heliograph, is & great improvement on tho 
old methods, for not only does it concentrate the 
sun’s rays, but it flashes them with the utmost pre- 
¢ision to any required spot, irrespective of the rela- 
tive location of the sun. It is, moreover, provided 
with a finger-key, so thet fiaukes may be made of 
long or short duration, in this wav permitting the 
employment of the Morse telegraphic alphabet. 
Under favorable conditions, intercourse has been 
carried on through the mediam of two of these in- 
struments over an intermediate distance of nearly 
100 miles; and at several points occupied by the 
English army in Afghanistan, regular communica- 
tion is maintained at distances of not less than 50 
miles by heliographic siguals. The instrument is 
admirably adapted for war service, as it weighs only 
about seven pounds, and can, without difficulty, be 
earried and worked by one man. Of course, in 
cloudy weather it is wholly useless, and for this rea- 
se teed lpn basse tlngy xsd Deg Si 
; yet there are so many days ina 








than 1,002,457 marks, and 157 “ chrenpreise.” 
| In brief, the Germans are coming on so well with 





Few exécutions have been more touching, of 
have more beantifally, though sadly, exemplified) 
the of woman than the recent execution of 
Watrer Watsom, at Newport, Ind. He deserved 
his fate, if any man deserves death for marder, be 
cause he had killed a fellow-creature after a petty 
quarrel abouts bit of money, without giving him 
the least chance for self-defense. From the day of 
his arrest until he was swung from the gallows, his 
wife, a more girl im yoars, clung to him with a love 
that was consecration. She was with him during 
allhis trial; she heard his sentence pronounced; 
she journeyed to the capital, her babe in her arms,’ 
to plead for Executive ciémency, but elocuently a 
she pleaded; she pleaded in vain; there was no pal 
flation for Watson's crime. She ministered to 
him in prison; she accompanied him to the 
gallows, and strangely enough nobody pre 
vented her from witnessing the last az- 
onizing scene. She appears to have bees 
stronger through her devotion than any of the off: 
gers. To the clergyman who would have hindered 
Tis Sidl iachosien tho aiaitell she said: *“ When It 
was married, I pypmised to cleave to my husband, 
for better or for worse, and I am going to keep my 
promise, sofaras Gop will let me.” Holding the 
murderer’s hand—white, no doubt, in her love-mad- 
dened eyes, as if it had never been stained with 
blood—she ascended the ladder amid a stillness that 
was painfully audible. Two-ehairs were placed over 
the fatal trap—ne sat inone, shein another. She tem 
derly caressed his hand, and then fell, sobbing com 
vulsively, on his shoalder. 
heart-breaking grief the drop feil; she was a widow; 
and she sat there with staring, stony, tearless, de 
spairing gaze, until led away by the Sheriff. How 
the sins of men always react on women! How inflam 
itely more she has suffered living than he could have 


suffered dying! 
——EE EE 


Cuaries Goprrezy LeLanp, best known by 
his’ Hans Breitmann humor, is said to be living 
very pleasantly in London, where he has spent the 
last 10 years, and is yet without any definite idea of 
returning to his native country. He is described as 
looking very little older than when he settled dows 
in England; he might be mistaken for 40 or there 
about, thoagh he is 55. Like other literary Amer 
cans who have taken up their abode in London, he 
isvery busy f king manuseript. Heis writing a 
serial novel fof one of the magazines, and such parte 
as have appeated show that it will be a marked 
success. He is also preparing a life of ABRA- 
HAM LincoLN for the new “ Platarch Series,” 4 
be issued by a London house. His chief work, 
which he has just plauned and found an enth= 
siastic publisher for, is to be a series of art and arti- 
san primers under the general title of “ Profitable 
Work for all Classes.” Its purpose is to introduse 
thestudy of artistic design, practically, into as many 
mechanical departments as possible. The concep 
tion is in entire harmony with modern thought, and 
has awakened deep sympathy in Great Britain. Lz- 
LAxD’s home is the centre of many literary and ar- 
tistie celebrities, and his talents and scholarship are 
fully appreciated by his English friends, who are 
particularly pleased with his genial humor and 
sprightly speech. As a rambling talker and an after 
dinner orator, he has not many superiors. 





GENERAL NOTES. 
—_—e———— 

Mr. John G. Whittier ‘had but two sisters, 
and both of them are dead. 

Boston real estate dealers report a lively de 
mand for property that pays a fair income. 

The Boston policemen are to wear broad: 
brimmed, low-crowned straw hats this Simmer. 


A Sheriff's officer in Greenfleld, Mass, at- 
tached the clothes of a debtor's wife and little ehild. 


The Philadelphia. Record estimates that 
already $238,000 has been paid in that city to wit- 
ness performances of “Pinafore.” 

The Montreal Jester has been suspended. 
Like many another, its editor found that raising 
money enough to keep it going was no joking matter. 

The Burlington (Vt.) Frese Press says that 
Chief-Justice Pierpoint, of that State, is rapidly re- 
gaining his health and probably will resume his da- 
ties at no distant day. 

Mr. Samuel J. Bridge, of San Francisco, has 
given $2,000 to the School Department of that city 
as the nucleus of a medal fand similar to the Frank- 
lin medal fand of Boston. 

Col. D. R. Anthony, of the Leavenworth 
(Kansas) Times, refuses to be s candidate for Gor 
ernor, and says that the Times office is a good deal 
Digger than any the State of Kansas has to give. 

There area number of politicians whe sre 
stopping both ears and shutting both eyes and open- 
tng their mouths to cry: “It isn’t much of a furor’ 
after all”. And they are not all Republicana 
either. . 

The Hartford Courant says that the recordy 
of the Counectient Colony, which Secretary Caleb 
Stanley made in 1709, are to-day as clear andiggh 
ble as if written yesterday. ape ae See ay 
old ink. ; 

A young girl returning alone tro qa 
Laneaster, Penn., a few nights ago, was insulted by 


a well-dressed man, and hit him in the face with her 


prayer-book with a force that sent him reeling inte 
the gutter. 


Gov. Hoyt, of Pennsylvania, has signed the 
new Building Society law passed by the Legislatare 
of that State. Unless it is aceepted by existing so- 
cieties, its limitations as to fines, &c., will only ap- 
ply to those hereafter incorporated. 

Complete returns of the late judicial election 
in Wiseonsin show that the whole number of votes 
east was 168,231, of which Judge Cole, Republican, 
received 100,682, and Judge Cothren, Demoerat, | 
67,549, making Cole’s majority 33,133. 

There is a bill before that queer Missouri Le 
gialature which provides that a qualified voter whe 
fails or refusesto vote for three consecutive State 
elections shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and forfeit his right to hold any office of honor or 
profit under the State. 

Seuth Carolina strawberry-growers are ina 
ferment over the fact of two Charleston firms hav- 
ing a monopoly of the steamer refrigerators, and re 
fusing to allow any shipments in them, but offering 
to buy the berries at about 4 cents per quart, wheg 
the selling price in this City is from 30 to 50 cents 
per quart. | 


"The San Francisco Post claims to have a =* 


revenue officer, py takinc advantage of a technical — 
violation of the law of the most trivial charketer, 


-Gompelied a citizen to pay him money, which hes 
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